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By Robert Holland, Los Angeles Times, 6/8/08

d textbooks often shy away from
MO ernpresenﬂng a positive picture of
Christianity and Judaism as important influences in
molding the United States of America. But thanks to
multicultural activism, that caution does not hold for
the way many K-12 history textbooks now present non-
Western religions, particularly Islam.

For instance, “History Alive: the Medieval World and Beyond,”
a middle-school text adopted by California for statewide use,
offers a decidedly unbalanced characterization of jihad, a
concept that may be benign in individual uses but that is
invoked by radical Islamists as a rationale for warring

against Americans.

“lihad represents the human struggle to overcome difficulties
and to do things that would be pleasing to God,” the textbook
asserts. “Muslims strive to respond positively to personal
difficulties as well as worldly challenges. For instance, they
might work to become better people, reform society, or
correct injustice.”

That is no isolared sugar-coating of reality. The American
Textbook Council, an independent organization that has
studied social-studies textbooks since 1989, recently found
that many political and religious groups seek to gain favorable
treatment in textbooks, but the deficiencies in Islam-related
lessons are “uniquely disturbing.”

The ATC has had its eye particularly on California. But what
happens here (particularly with textbooks) doesn’t stay here.
Because California and Texas are such huge markets, their
book adoptions heavily influence what publishers sell to other
states. After a painstaking study of 10 widely adopted history
texts, ATC director Gilbert T. Sewall reported recently that
they “present an incomplete and confected view of Islam that
misrepresents its foundations and challenges to international
securicty.”

The study found a stunning contrast between the portrayals
of Islam as a model of interfaith “multicultural” tolerance and
Christianity as the aggressor in many wars of religion down
through the centuries.

It is practically inconceivable that any publisher would
produce, or public-school district adopt, textbooks that gave
lengthy praise to the teachings of Jesus Christ and the symbols
and good works of Christianity.

Indeed, a McGraw-Hill elementary textbook, “Adventures in
Time and Place,” explains Thanksgiving as a cultural custom
— “a special way a group of people does something.” It tells
nothing about the early settlers in Massachuserts and Virginia
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giving thanks to God, Nor is there any acknowledgement of the
role that Judeo-Christian values played in the Declaration of
Independence as the bedrock of natural rights and natural law.

How, then, does one explain the adulation of Islam?

“History Alive” devotes five chapters, 62 pages, to putative
accomplishments of Islam, complete with an entire chapter
on such teachings as the Five Pillars of Faith, which the book
lavishly illustrates.

The ATC report points out that Islamic activists, notably

the Council on Islamic Education, have lobbied textbook
publishers for favorable treatment. Of course, any interest
group is free to mount such a campaign, and many have done
50 from both left and right on the political spectrum,

What opens the door wide to Islamic activism in
particular is the ideology of multiculturalism. Its most
ardent proponents in academe depict the European-rooted
common culture as evil and oppressive and Third World
cultures as universally heroic. A few months after the infamous
Sept. 11, 2001, attack on America, the National Association

for Multicultural Education adopted a resolution that offered
not one line of criticism of the terrorists but instead called for
“intercultural, interfaith, and international dialogue.”

In that vein, here is the entire discussion of Sept. 11 in Prentice
Hall’s textbook, “The Modern World™:

“On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, teams of terrorists hijacked
four airplanes on the East Coast. Passengers challenged the
hijackers on one flight, which they crashed on the way to its
target. But one plane plunged into the Pentagon in Virginia,
and two others slammed into the twin towers of the World
Trade Center in New York. More than 2,500 people were killed
in the attacks.”

That sanitized account tells nothing about the background
of the terrorists, or their motives; nothing about the brand of
jihad that threatens U5, security,

History classes should teach abourt all the major religions
without either bashing or preaching. But do Americans want
their children’s public schools to teach history that glorifies
their zealous foes and denigrates traditional American values?
That might be a good topic for the presidential debates

this fall. =

Robert Holland is a policy analyst at the Lexington Institute
www lexingtonistitute.org.
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Hot on the heels of the California Supreme Court decision to allow same- sex
“marriage,” Hallmark Cards is introducing a new line of greetings cards celebrating
“gay marriage.” Playing it safe with generalized images such as two tuxedos and
taglines like “one promise, two hearts,” there is no mention of the words wedding or
marriage. However, Hallmark can easily market the cards for civil unions and domestic
partnerships should the California decision go against them and be overturned in
November. A family-owned business, Hallmark prides itself on “quality, innovation
and caring.” For years, families have gathered to watch the award winning Hallmark
Channel for quality movies based on American values and pro-family principles. Wendy
Wright, President of Concerned Women for America, said, “Customers used to be able
to trust Hallmark to produce quality products that were safe for all ages. Now parents
will need to steer their kids from Hallmark's section of the greeting card aisle and
away from its previously heartwarming movies for fear that they too will push
homosexual messages,”

Source: Christian Newswire, 8/21/08

ABBOTT TAKES FIGHT TO FEDERAL APPEALS COURT

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott is taking the fight to uphold a student’s right

to observe “a moment of silence™ after the recitation of the pledge of allegiance

to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit. The case was sent to the appellate
level after a federal district judge ruled in favor of the state. The appellate case

is related to a lawsuit filed by a couple with children in the Carrollton-Farmers
Branch Independent School District, who challenged a state law that grants

students a moment of silent prayer or patriotic observance after saying the pledge

of allegiance. The couple appealed when a court ruled in favor of the state and

the moment of silence law. Five years ago, the Texas Legislature made changes

to the law, stipulating the recitation of the pledge would precede the moment of
silence, which can then be used for “prayer” or “any other silent activity” that does
not interfere or distract other students. “The state of Texas will work diligently to
defend the law and uphold the district court’s decision, which ruled that Texas’
moment of silence statute is entirely constitutional,” Attorney General Abbott said.
Source: Dallas Business Journal, 8/5/08

GLOBAL COOLING?

Fox Mews anchor Brit Hume noted that a global warming torch relay in Australia last
maonth got little attention when wind chill temperatures fell to below zero. Yes, it is
winter in Australia, but it was also much colder than expected. How can that be if the
“planet has a fever?” The online science magazine Daily Tech reported that scientists,
climatologists and astronomers were shocked when August passed without a single
recorded sunspot. Why is that important? Consider this: “In the past 1000 years, three
previous such events [of limited sunspot activity] — the Dalton, Maunder, and Sporer
Minimums, have all led to rapid cooling. One was large enough to be called a ‘mini ice
age. For a society dependent on agriculture, cold is more damaging than heat.

The growing season shortens, yields drop, and the occurrence of crop-destroying
frosts increases.”

Source: Gary Bauer, American Values, 9/4/08

PASTORS, PULPITS AND POLITICS

Our friends at The Alliance Defense Fund are receiving all kinds of pressure from media
outlets about their announced plans to encourage pastors to openly endorse candidates
from the pulpits between now and the November 4 elections. Many churches have
been doing far more than this in America’s inner cities for years with nary a peep. But
the media, attempting to enshrine a rigid doctrine of “separation of church and state,”
miss the point entirely. The core idea of “separation of church and state” has been

to PROTECT the church FROM the state. The church is allowed, like any other private
organization or group of people, to be as actively involved in what happens to our
nation as any other entity. The federal law that bars such expression does not date to
Thomas Jefferson and the founding, but to Lyndon B. Johnson and his effort to restrain
a charity from opposing his electoral ambitions. The constitutionality of that political
interference in the church has never been tested. That time may be at hand.

Source: FRC Action, 9/9/08
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“The bottom line is, for those of us

vho are committed to the pro-life

cause, the fate of the wnborn will
never be merely “an issue. " It is
always “the issue. " For that reason,
a candidate’s position on abortion
is all we need to know and all that
matters. If a politician is wrong on.
that, he or the cannot be right on
anything elie to make up for ir.”
Mark Crutcher, “Of pro-lifers

and faux-lifers,” WorldNer Daily,
12720007
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“Let each citizen remember at
the moment he is offering his vote
that be is not making a present
or a compliment to please an
individwal—or a least that he
ought not so do; but that be is
executing one of the most solemn
trusts in human society for which
he is accountable to God and

his country.”

Samuel Adams, signer of the
Declaration of Independence and
Governor of Massachusetrs, 1781
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